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THE USE OF FLASH CARDS FOR DRILL IN 

FRENCH 

Flash cards are strips of card-board on which are printed various 
words, phrases or numbers. They are used for rapid-fire drill on 
topics that have been thoroughly studied. The material that is 
printed on the cards must be done in heavy black ink so that it 
can readily be seen from any part of the room. The teacher holds 
the cards in one hand; with the other he draws a card from the 
back of the pack and exposes it for a second or two. The usual 
procedure is to go down a row of pupils one after the other. This 
saves time that would be consumed in calling on pupils individually. 
It is not open to the ordinary objection that questioning pupils in a 
fixed order is unpedagogical ; no pupil can tell which card is to be 
flashed next. Moreover, since the answers must be instantaneous 
and since the preceding pupil may fail to answer quickly enough, 
the question may be passed on to him. However, in a large class 
the pupils who have already recited may at times become inatten- 
tive. The teacher ought, therefore, to vary his procedure by point- 
ing to any pupil and requiring him to give the answer. In this 
way each pupil will be forced to be on the "qui vive." 

In order that the teacher may know that the pupil's answer is 
correct, the matter that is flashed before the class is also printed 
on the other side of the card. It requires some degree of skill to 
expose the cards quickly without dropping most of them on the 
floor or pulling out two or three at a time. To facilitate the 
shuffling of the cards and to prevent them from slipping, some 
teachers use a rubber band over the thumb or index-finger. 

This kind of work is very strenuous both for pupil and teacher 
so that flash cards should'not be used for more than ten or fifteen 
minutes at a time and not every day. The drill should be on one 
point at a time, otherwise confusion will result on account of the 
rapidity of the exercise. 

Let us now consider a few specific applications of flash cards for 
drill purposes in teaching French. They may be used: 

i. For practice on almost any grammatical point. The 
teacher composes very simple sentences containing dashes for the 
words to be inserted that will illustrate the point in question. 
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Before the drill begins the teacher should give a general direction 
which will cover all the sentences. Examples: a, Dans ces 
phrases, remplacez le tiret par l'adjectif demonstrate convenable. 
Repet^z toute la phrase. 



Qui est — garcon ? 



— livres sont jolis. 



■ arbre est petit. 



— fille est grande. 



b. Dans ces phrases, remplacez le tiret par le pronom interrogatif 
convenable. Rep£tez toute la phrase. 



— etes-vous? 



chante? 



— avez-vous? 



Avec — etes-vous ? 



Of course there will be a great many more cards than these for 
each point, so that a varied vocabulary is brought in. 

2 . For pronunciation drill with the aid of the phonetic alphabet. 
The sounds should be grouped according to some system. Only 
one sound, or rather, only one symbol is to be shown at a time. 

Examples: Prononcez les sons que representent ces symboles. 



ce 



In this way all the sounds of the French language can be prac- 
tised in a very short time. 

3. For drill on numerals and arithmetical operations. In this 
particular kind of work it may be advisable, for the sake of greater 
rapidity, to omit the complete sentence and simply have the result 
given. This should not be done as a regular thing, however. The 
arithmetical signs must always be expressed. 

Examples: — Faites les operations indiqu^s. 



6 
+10 



25 

-9 



42 
+ 7 



X6 



98 The Modern Language Journal 

4. To drill on time problems. The card-board clock with the 
movable hands is a modification of the flash card system. It is, of 
course, more flexible than the clock-face drawn on card-board 
with the hands in various positions. 

Example: Quelle heureest-il? 9.15; 12.25 

5. For vocabulary drill. It is in this connection that I think 
that translation may be used to advantage. If the words have 
been thoroughly studied in their context, I see no harm in isolating 
them occasionally and translating them into English. Or the 
English may be given to be translated into French. 

Examples: a. Traduisez en anglais. 



: ilsparlent 



lafemme 



b. Traduisez en francais. 



j the cat \ 



the girl 



As I have indicated above, it may be better to restrict a particu- 
lar vocabulary drill to one point such as nouns, etc. 

6. To portray pictures of objects. By this I mean that pic- 
tures and photographs that are large enough to be seen from all 
parts of the room may be flashed before the class in the same way 
as sentences. For instance, the teacher says, "Qu'est-ce que 
c'est?", showing a picture of Notre Dame, Versailles or any other 
spot of interest in France. If the pupils have constantly seen 
these pictures in the class room, they will be able to answer without 
any hesitation, — "C'est Notre Dame, etc. Pupils might also be 
encouraged in their drawing classes to make pictures to be used in 
this connection, pictures of French peasants, French houses, etc. 

7. I have not spoken especially of idioms. It is rather difficult 
to introduce them on flash cards. However, a few of the simpler 
ones may be slipped in. 

Example : — 

Remplacez le tiret par la preposition convenable. 

— quoi pensez-vous? 

— qui parlez-vous? 

etc. 
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The obvious advantages of flash cards are: 

1 . They furnish a drill-device that accomplishes a maximum of 
result in a minimum of time. 

2. The class is kept in a state of attention and there is no lack 
of interest even among the dullest of pupils. 

3. Everybody is given a chance to recite. 

4. They give the pupils training in rapid linguistic thinking. 

5. They furnish the teacher an opportunity of seeing how far 
his class has progressed in quick oral response. 

The only real objection to the use of flash cards in French is 
perhaps the possible injury to the pupil's pronunciation on account 
of the rapidity with which he replies. However, this danger will 
probably be neutralized by the drill on pronunciation that he 
receives, or ought to receive, daily. 

Amelia F. Gianella. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 



